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Geography and the Pacific – key constraint
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Distance to Markets vs Population Size



Pacific E-commerce Initiative

E-commerce is priority of the Pacific Aid-for-Trade 
Strategy 2020-2025

Regional work starts in 2017

2017-2021 - diagnostic E-commerce studies

August 2021 - Pacific Regional E-commerce Strategy 
and Roadmap

54 regional measures covering the 7 UNCTAD E-
commerce Policy Areas

Focus is now on implementation – activities ongoing at 
PIFS and partner agencies
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https://www.forumsec.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Pacific-Aid-for-Trade-Strategy-2020-2025.pdf
https://www.forumsec.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Pacific-Aid-for-Trade-Strategy-2020-2025.pdf
https://www.forumsec.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Regional-Ecommerce-Strategy-Roadmap.pdf
https://www.forumsec.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Regional-Ecommerce-Strategy-Roadmap.pdf


National Assessments and Strategies

PACER PLUS MEMBER ASSESSMENT STRATEGY

Cook Islands 2023* 2023*

Kiribati 2019 2023*

Niue 2020

Samoa 2017 2022

Solomon Islands 2018 2022

Tonga 2019 2021

Tuvalu 2019 2023*

Vanuatu 2018 2022
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Regional Strategy Implementation - Overall
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https://pacificecommerce.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/ME-report-Nov-2022_Final-edit.pdf


Regional Strategy Implementation - PIF

• Support to the development of E-commerce Assessments and National E-commerce

Strategies

• Management of the Pacific E-commerce database, the most comprehensive compendium of

E-commerce statistics in the Pacific

• PIF E-commerce Business Toolkits Plus Program for the private sector (link here)
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https://pacificecommerce.org/reports-library/?_search=assessment
https://pacificecommerce.org/reports-library/?_search=assessment
https://pacificecommerce.org/ecommerce-statistics/
https://pacificecommerce.org/training-materials/


PIFS E-commerce Business Toolkits Plus
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Step 1

Toolkits 
developmen
t and 
accessibility

Step 2

Promotion and 
training

Step 3

Mentoring 
and coaching

Step 4

Small grant 
programme



Regional Strategy Implementation – PIF (ii)
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• PIFS E-commerce Rules Plus Program – online self-paced courses for policymakers (link here)

https://pacificecommerce.org/toolkit-library/


Coordination - PIF

Coordination of the Pacific Regional E-commerce Strategy and Roadmap

• Management of the Pacific E-commerce Portal, the to-go place for information on e-
commerce development in the Pacific, including PIFS E-commerce products

• Management of the Regional E-commerce M&E framework

o Support to the development of National E-commerce M&E frameworks

• Establishment and management of Pacific E-commerce Committee and Sub-committees

o Support to the establishment of National E-commerce Committees

• Establishment and management of the Pacific E-commerce Alliance
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https://pacificecommerce.org/
https://pacificecommerce.org/programs/
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