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Australia’s visa requirements

All participants of the Pacific Labour Mobility Annual Meeting being held in Australiain November 2024 must hold a

valid visa to enter the country. The most appropriate visa option will depend on the participant’s individual
circumstances andtheirroleinthe meeting.

Participants of the Pacific Labour Mobility Annual Meeting are encouragedto lodge theirvisa application 4-6 weeks in

advance of their intended travel date to ensure thereis sufficienttime for it to be finalised. For moreinformationon
processing times see page 5.

Existing visa holders

Participants of the Pacific Labour Mobility Annual Meeting who are seekingto travel to Australia using an existing visa
will need to ensurethatthevisaisvalid, covers theirintended period of stay and is appropriate for theirrole (for
example, permits multiple entries and has work rights if required).

The Department of Home Affairs’ (Home Affairs) Visa Entitlement Verification Online system (VEVO) allows people to
check their visa details and any conditions. Furtherinformation is available at: Check visa conditions online (VEVO)

Please notethatobtaining a new visa will cease your existing visa.

Attendees that will not be working

The followingVisitor visas maybe suitable for participants, attendees and speakers that will not be working,
performing or otherwise be paid to contribute at the meeting.

Visitor Visa—Subclass 600 (Business Visitor stream)

How do | apply? You can applyfor a Visitor (Business Visitor) visa online through ImmiAccount.

You mustbe outside Australia when you applyandwhen yourapplicationis decided.

Eligible countries All countries
Is there avisa AUD195 (exceptin limited circumstances)
application charge

Attendees may be eligible for anexemption of the visa application charge (VAC) if they
aretravelling for official business purposes, arein one of the following categories and
can provide relevant documentation withyourapplication:

(VAC)?

o Foreign government representative travelling on diplomatic, official or personal
passport

o United Nations Laissez-Passer (UNLP) holder

o Member of an exemptgroup (including applicant eligible under an official
agreement with the Australian Government).

Please ensureall relevant documentation, such as copy of your passport (for example,
your government, United Nations, diplomatic or official passport), and letter of support
or a Third Party Notice, isincluded with yourapplication.

If you are askedto provide biometrics there willbe a service fee. Further information on
Australia’s biometrics programis available here.

Further information Further information on the Visitor (Business Visitor) visa is available here.
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https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/already-have-a-visa/check-visa-details-and-conditions/check-conditions-online
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/applying-online-or-on-paper/online
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/meeting-our-requirements/biometrics
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/visitor-600/business-visitor-stream
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eVisitor Visa—Subclass 651

How do | apply? You can applyfor an eVisitor visa online through ImmiAccount.

You mustbe outside Australia when you applyandwhen yourapplicationis decided.

Eligible countries Eligible passportholders only(see here).
Is there aVAC? No VAC
Further information Further information on the eVisitorvisais available here.

Electronic Travel Authority (ETA) —Subclass 601

How do | apply? You mustapply foran ETAthroughthe AustralianETAapp (available for downloadon
both Apple and Android devices).

You mustbe outside Australia when you applyandwhen yourapplicationis decided.
Eligible countries Eligible passportholders only (see here).

Is there aVAC? No VAC

Thereis a AUD20 service charge (non-refundable)

Further information Further information on the ETAis available here.

Attendees that will be working

The followingvisasmay be suitable for participants, attendees, speakers or other contributors that will be working, or
otherwisebe paidto contribute atthe meeting:

e Temporary Activity (Invited Participant) visa (subclass 408) —for participants that have a letter of invitation from
an Australianorganisation.

e Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) visa (subclass 400)—for participants where there is no inviting
Australianorganisation.

For informationon visa options for media see page 3.

Temporary Activity (Invited Participant) visa—subclass 408

How do | apply? You can applyfor a Temporary Activity (Invited Participant) visa online through
ImmiAccount.

You can bein or outside Australiawhen youapply.

You musthave a letter of invitation from an Australianorganisationto be eligible to

apply.
If you arein Australia when you applyyou must have a Temporaryactivities sponsor, see
here.

Eligible countries All countries

Is there aVAC? From AUD415

Further information Further information on the Temporary Activity (Invited Participant) visa is available here.
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https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/applying-online-or-on-paper/online
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/evisitor-651#Eligibility
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/evisitor-651
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/electronic-travel-authority-601#Eligibility
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/electronic-travel-authority-601
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/applying-online-or-on-paper/online
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/employing-and-sponsoring-someone/sponsoring-workers/becoming-a-sponsor/temporary-activities-sponsor
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/temporary-activity-408/invited-for-other-social-and-cultural-activity
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Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) visa—subclass 400

How do | apply? You can applyfor a Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) visa online through
ImmiAccount.
You mustbe outside Australia when you applyandwhen yourapplicationis decided.

You mustinclude a letter of invitation, job offer, employment, contract of other
document from an Australian organisation confirming your employment.

Eligible countries All countries

Is there aVAC? AUDA415

Further information Further information on the Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) visais available here.
Media

Journalists or other media personnel travelling to Australia to cover the meeting where the production or broadcast is
intended for Australian audiences may be eligible to applyfor a Temporary Activity (Entertainment) visa.

Temporary Activity (Entertainment) visa—subclass 408
How do | apply? You can applyfor a Temporary Activity (Entertainment)visa online through
ImmiAccount.

You can bein or outside Australia when youapply for the visa and when we decide on
your application.

You mustbeinvited by an Australian organisation to be eligible to apply.

If you arein Australia when you applyyou must have a Temporaryactivities s ponsor, see

here.
Eligible countries All countries
Is there aVAC? From AUD415
Further information Further information on the Temporary Activity (Entertainment) visa is available here.

Journalists or other media personnel travelling to Australia to cover the meeting where the production or broadcast is
not intended for Australian audiences may be eligible to apply fora Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) visa.

Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) visa—subclass 400

How do | apply? You can applyfor a Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) visa online through
ImmiAccount.

You mustbe outside Australia when you applyandwhen yourapplicationis decided.

You mustinclude a letter of invitation, job offer, employment, contract of other
document froman Australian organisation confirming your employment.

Eligible countries All countries
Is there aVAC? AUDA415
Further information Further information on the Temporary Work (Short Stay Specialist) visais available here.
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https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/applying-online-or-on-paper/online
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/temporary-work-400
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/applying-online-or-on-paper/online
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/employing-and-sponsoring-someone/sponsoring-workers/becoming-a-sponsor/temporary-activities-sponsor
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/temporary-activity-408/invited-for-other-social-and-cultural-activity
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/applying-online-or-on-paper/online
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/temporary-work-400
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Australia’s biometric collection program

Visa applicants will need to provide their biometrics atan Australian Biometrics Collection Centreif they apply:

e foravisathatispartoftheAustralianbiometrics program
e froma countrythatis partof ourbiometrics program.

For informationregarding Australia’s biometric programincluding visas and countries that are part of the program,
please see: Biometrics (homeaffairs.gov.au)

Health and character criteria

Depending on thevisaapplicant’s individual circumstances and proposed period of stay, they may need to:

e providepolice certificate/s (see: Character requirements for visas), and/or
e undergo health examinations (see: Who needs health examinations and What health examinations youneed).

Visa applicants may be charged a fee by a third party provider ifthey need to attend medical examinations or obtain
police certificates. Home Affairs cannot waive these fees.

Visa processing times

Visa applications are assessed on a case-by-case basis, andactual processing times canvarydueto individual
circumstancesincluding:

e whether the applicanthaslodgeda complete application, including all necessary supportingdocuments and

paid any associated VAC
e howquicklytheapplicantrespondsto any requests foradditional information

e howlongittakes to performrequired checks on the supporting information provided

e howlongittakes toreceiveinformation from external agencies, particularlyin relationto health, character,
and national securityrequirements, and

e whenthe applicationislodgedtaking the current global visa processing times intoaccount.

Processing times areimpacted each month by cases that are complex, changes to volume of applications and changes
to Ministerial Directions. Furtherinformationaboutvisa processingtimes is available here.

For this reason, visa applicants are encouraged to lodge their application 4-6 weeks in advance of theirintended travel
dateto ensurethereis sufficient timefor itto befinalised.

Important information about passports

When a visais granted itis digitally linked to the passport that was provided as part of the visa application.

For this reason, visa applicants must make sure thatthey lodge theirvisa applicationusing theinformationon the
passportthattheyintend to use when they travel to Australia.

Oncegranted, thevisaholder mustalso make sure that they enter Australia using that same passport.

Delays mayoccurattheborderwherethevisaholderattempts to enter Australia using a different passportto the one
they used during theirvisa application process.

If your passport information changes

Visa applicants, or visa holders, who get a new passport must notify Home Affairs as soon as possible so thatitcanbe
linked to theirapplication (ifitis being processed), or theirvisa (iftheir applicationhas already been granted).
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https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/meeting-our-requirements/biometrics
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/meeting-our-requirements/character
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/meeting-our-requirements/health/who-needs-health-examinations
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/meeting-our-requirements/health/what-health-examinations-you-need
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-processing-times/overview
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The quickest wayfor visa applicants or visa holders to update their passport details is throughtheir ImmiAccount.

e Instructions on how to update your passportinformation throughImmiAccountareavailableat:
You have a new passport (homeaffairs.gov.au)

Visa applicants or visa holders who are unable to update their details through ImmiAccount should:

e completea Form929-Change of contactand/or passport details (homeaffairs.gov.au), and
e returnitto 929 @homeaffairs.gov.au

New Zealand Citizens

New Zealand citizens with a valid New Zealand passportdo not need to applyfor avisa before coming to Australia.
If you meet the criteria for a Special Category visa (subclass 444) (SCV) when you enter Australia, you willbe granted
the visa. Furtherinformation aboutthe SCVis available here.

Obligations of all visa holders

Onceavisaisgranted, itisthevisaholder's responsibility to be aware of, and abide by, any conditions of thevisaas
explained in their visa grant notification. This includes the number of entries to Australiapermitted under their visa,
andtheperiod of timethey canremaininAustralia.

All visa holders must continue to meet Australia’s health, characterandsecurity requirements on arrival and whilstin
Australia.

Visasareissued electronically, and are digitally linked to the visa holder’s passport. No visa labels are printed.

The information contained in this documentis currentas at SEPTEMBER 2024. Australian migrationlaw maychange

after this timeresultingina change of visa options. Please checkHome Affairs’ website for further information:
Immigrationandcitizenship
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https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/change-in-situation/passport-details
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/form-listing/forms/929.pdf
mailto:929@homeaffairs.gov.au
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/special-category-visa-subclass-444
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/

