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Fifth Meeting of the Committee on Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin and
Customs Procedures (CTG.05)

Tuesday, 20 February 2024 Samoan Local Time
OUTCOMES SUMMARY

1. The fifth meeting of the Committee on Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin and Customs
Procedures was held virtually on 20 February 2024 Samoa Local Time and chaired by Mr
Luke Roper, Trade Adviser of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade New Zealand. The
meeting was attended by the following Parties: Australia, Cook lIslands, Kiribati, New
Zealand, Niue, Samoa, Solomon lIslands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. Nauru, Observer
State, conveyed apologies'.

2. The PACER Plus Implementation Unit was represented by Mr Alipate Tavo, Trade and
Investment Adviser, Mrs Laisiana Tugaga, Operations and Secretariat Manager, Mr Poutasi
Watson, New Zealand Short-Term Placement and Ida-Tifitifi Fuimaono, Execufive
Governance Coordinator.

Opening formalities and procedures

3. The Chair called the meeting to order, welcomed Committee Members and offered a
Maori Mihi in Te Reo Maori (Maori language).

4. The meeting agenda was adopted as presented. The meeting further noted that the PPIU

would produce the summary of meeting discussions to be circulated fo the Committee
for adoption.

Agenda ltem 1: Status of Implementation of Chapters 2, 3 and 4 of the PACER Plus

5. The representative of the PPIU presented the meeting paper which provided an update
on the implementation progress of the current financial year's (FY23-24) activities and
expenditure to date.

" Annex 1 contains the Delegation List of the meeting.
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10.

The Parties provided further updates on national level activities as follows:

Australia:

The Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) offered to support an
advanced workshop on Trade in Goods as a follow up to the introductory Trade in
Goods workshop which was held in Suva, Fiji in July 2023. The PPIU thanked DFAT
for offering to host the workshop acknowledging the support needed by the PPIU on
this.

New Zealand:

New Zealand requested for the PPIU to provide an update on the implementation of
ASYCUDA and how Parties are faring. The PPIU advised that they have been liaising
with UNCTAD on how ASYCUDA operations are in countries. It was noted that there
are issues with operations in country which the PPIU encouraged Parties to bring up
during the meeting if they wish. The PPIU further confirmed that under the current FY
the UNCTAD activity supporting ASYCUDA implementation will be in its second phase
up to December 2024,

Cook Islands:

In terms of tariff commitments, these have not progressed further under H52022.
There were resource issues to meet the obligation and were unable to meet deadline
of December 2023. The Cook Islands are working with the PPIU on how to progress
commitments.

The Cook Islands were able to complete their Rules of Origin (RoO) fraining in 2023
in Rarotonga and Aitutaki.

There has not been any progress on the frade portal, but they note the activity in the
current financial year.

The Cook Islands noted that in accordance with the deadlines agreed at the last CTG
meeting on tfransposition, Cook Islands work is fo be completed by March 2024.
However, they requested if their deadline could be pushed back to June 2024.

On the ASYCUDA World project, the Cook Islands has been working with UNCTAD
on activities outside of project, which has been raised with Alipate at the PPIU fo be
put forward for the new FY. The Cook Islands requested if there were any updates
from UNCTAD regarding these activity requests.

On the remaining activities for the current FY, the Cook Islands were happy to support
what was presented and would need to consider who can attend the workshops.
The Cook Islands proposed to hold the first workshop with Darren Molineux (DFAT)
on HS fransposition.

Kiribati

Transposition on the tariff is nearly complete to be done in the next month or so. There
is minor work left fo be done. They are currently looking at rolling out ASYCUDA World
to their Post Office, border agencies and porfts.

Solomon Islands
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e The Solomon Islands welcomed the National training on Rules of Origin and will be in
contfact with the PPIU to propose mid-April 2024 to hold this training.

e Regarding the Dialogue on Revenue Mobilisation, which is scheduled to be held in
Nadi, Solomon Islands will participate through their Customs and Finance officers.

e Solomon Islands advised that they have already implemented HS2022 in June 2023.

o They confirmed that their Tariff commitments will be completed in June 2024 as LDC
country and are working to ensure they meet their obligations on this.

o They welcomed the training on Trade Portals for National Focal Points scheduled for
early June 2024 especially given new staff that have joined.

e Regarding support from the PPIU on legislation, there has been a change in leadership
within the Customs Department and thus they will progress this work with the new
Comptroller.

e Solomon lIslands have submitted their request to PPIU for possible upgrade of the
ASYCUDA system under the FY24-25 Annual Plan.

12. Niue
e Niue requested support for enhancements for ASYCUDA World and more onsite
support for reviewing progress of implementation of ASYCUDA World and ASYPAX.
e Niue advised that they have been having ongoing power disruptions in the country
which has affected the implementation of ASYCUDA World and business confinuity.

13. Vanuatu

e On remaining activities, they were unable to conduct the RoO fraining due to the
cyclone. However, they plan to hold the training during the first quarter of the year
(next month) with the support of Vanuatu's PACER Plus National Coordinator.

e Vanuatu has implemented H52022.

e Solomon lIslands requested whether the PPIU will provide assistance on the
Transposition work on schedule of commitments for tariff, possibly in the form of a
template for Parties to complete transposition work. The PPIU confirmed that all
Parties aftfended the most recent transposition workshop which was held late
November 2023 where support was provided by fransposition experts in the region.
The PPIU further advised that the DFAT expert, Mr Darren Molineux, has developed
the ‘Magic Spreadsheet” which assists Parties to complete their transposition work.
The PPIU advised that DFAT suggested virtual workshops with Parties to go through
the magic spreadsheet and encouraged Parties to take this offer up.

14. The PPIU confirmed that all issues presented by Parties during the discussion are covered
under the FY24-25 activity proposals.

Action ltems/Resolutions:
15. The Committee on Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin and Customs Procedures:

1. Noted the update on activity implementation under the current FY2023-2024
Annual Plan.

2. Provided updates on ongoing and remaining national activities under the current
FY23-24 Annual Plan, during the meeting.
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3. Recommended that this meeting paper be declassified for public release.

Agenda ltem 2: Activity Proposals for FY24-25

16. The representative of the PPIU presented the paper conveying activity proposals for
endorsement by the Committee.

17. Cook Islands and Solomon lIslands confirmed submission of activities to the PPIU. The
PPIU advised that the paper would be updated to reflect those proposals submitted after
the deadline, before being conveyed to the Budget Committee.

18. Australia asked where the Short-Term Regional Advisers for the Trade Portal would be
sourced from and flagged that the Australian Border Force (ABF) could assist with the
Customs Projects if required.

19. The PPIU confirmed that the PPIU is working with United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD) and the Oceania Customs Organisation (OCQ) on the Trade
Portal project and acknowledged the offer by Australia for support by the Australian
Border Force.

Action ltems/Resolutions:

20. The Committee on Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin and Customs Procedures:

1. Approved the activity proposals presented under Components 1 and 2 for
implementation under the financial year 2024-2025 Annual Plan.

2. Approved the proposed timeline for implementation of activities under FY 2024-
2025 period, in consultation with the PPIU.

3. Agreed to submit the approved activity proposals to the Budget Committee and
Joint Committee under the draft FY 2024-2025 Annual Plan.

4. Agreed tfo declassify this meeting paper for public release once the Joint

Committee approves the FY 2024-2025 Annual Plan.

Agenda Item 3: PACER Plus General Review

21. The representative of the PPIU presented the update on the General Review of the PACER
Plus conveying apologies by the Review Consultants who were unable to join the
committee meetings. The PPIU noted that the General Review is looking at the overall
implementation of Parties of the Agreement and the role of the PPIU in supporting Parties
to implement utilising the Development and Economic Cooperation Work Programme
(DEC Work Programme). The PPIU noted two main findings of the report:

i.  Specifically with regard to the CTG Committee, the report notes that it is progressing
well in ferms of implementation i.e. utilisation of ASYCUDA World producing trade
data to monitor implementation of the Agreement which links to the broader work of
the PPIU on Monitoring and Evaluation.

ii.  The utilisation of the Committees has not been used efficiently for policy direction as
opposed to approving activities under the Annual Plans.
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22. The Chair noted the report’s results around the utilisation of the Committees to progress
discussions around substantive parts of the Agreement implementation, transparency of
provisions and other obligations of the Agreement.

23. New Zealand asked Parties whether they had any issues around accumulation and
certification and particularly on the utilisation of the RoO provisions.

24, Australia advised that they are hoping to include a component on accumulation and
certification in the next advanced Trade in Goods workshop to demonstrate in real time
how it works and how Parties can take advantage.

Action ltems/Resolutions:

25. The Committee on Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin and Customs Procedures:
1. Noted the progress of the General Review of the Agreement
2. Provided feedback following the presentation of the General Review Team’s
preliminary report on the PACER Plus General Review.

Agenda ltem 4: Any Other Matters

26. There were no maftters raised by the Committee.

27. The Chair reminded Heads of Delegation fo complete the post-meeting evaluation survey
provided by the PPIU.

Close of Meeting

28. The meeting was closed with a prayer by the representative from Tonga.
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Annex 1: CTG.05 Delegation List

Country Contacts Role/Title Email address
Australia Caroline A/g Assistant Director, Pacific |caroline.kempeneer@dfat.g
Kempeneer Regional Trade Integration & ov.au
Private Sector Growth Section,
DFAT
Cook Xavier Mitchell | Comptroller of Customs xavier.mitchell@cookislands.
Islands gov.ck
Maria loane Chief of Customs maria.matua@cookislands.g
ov.ck
Elizabeth Senior Trade and Revenue elizabeth.tetauru®@cookislan
Tetauru Assurance officer ds.gov.ck
Kiribati Tekaie ltitaake Comptroller for Kiribati comptroller@kiribaticustoms
Customs Administration and .gov.ki
Enforcement
Etekia Betero ASYCUDA World Administrator |ebetero@kiribaticustoms.go
from KCAE v.ki
Angoango Delegate from Trade Promotion |afakaua@commerce.gov.ki
Fakaua Division within the Ministry of
Tourism, Commerce, Industry
and Cooperatives (MTCIC)
Merari Nelson MTCIC mnelson@commerce.gov.ki
Kakiree Bakaa MTCIC
Tentaku Tentoa | MTCIC
New Saba Vallipuram | Senior Policy Analyst, NZ saba.vallipuram®customs.g
Zealand Customs Service ovt.nz
Ruth Pehbu- Senior Policy Officer, MFAT ruth.pehbu-
Hubscher hubscher@mfat.govt.nz
Nicholas New Zealand Customs Nicholas.Baldwin@customs.
Baldwin govt.nz
Niue Sione Head, Customs sionepokau.sionetama@gov.
Sionetama nu

Frank Sioneholo

Head, Economic Planning,
Development & Trade Division,
Ministry of Finance

frank.sioneholo@mail.gov.n
u

Chamberlain
Pita

Senior Customs Officer, Project
Manager Niue ACYCUDA

chamberlin.pita@gov.nu
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Aytron Tatui

Economic Planning,
Development & Trade Division
- Ministry of Finance

Aytron.Tatui®mail.gov.nu

Samoa Grace lsaia Ministry of Revenue and gisaia@revenue.gov.ws
Customs
Magotaamu Ministry of Revenue and msalanoa@revenue.gov.ws
Salanoa Customs
Theresa Penn Principal Foreign Service theresa.penn@mfat.gov.ws
Officer, MFAT
Amorette Principal Foreign Service amorette.danielson@mfat.gov.
Posini- Officer, MFAT \ws
Danielson
Maselino Enoka | Principal Foreign Service maselino.enoka@mfat.gov.ws
Officer, MFAT
Solomon John Lagi Deputy Comptroller, Operation [JLagi@customs.gov.sb
Islands and Revenue, Ministry of
Finance and Treasury, Solomon
Islands Customs and Excise
Division
Alice Saefooa National Manager Support and |ASaefooa@customs.gov.sb
Reform, Ministry of Finance and
Treasury, Solomon Islands
Customs and Excise Division
Natalia Director, Trade, MFAET natalia.patternot@mfaet.gov
Patternot .sb
Jenny Barile Trade, MFAET jenny.barile@mfaet.gov.sb
Janice Ashwin Trade, MFAET jashwin@mfaet.gov.sb
Burns Waroka Trade, MFAET burns.waroka®@mfaet.gov.sb
Kevin Meplu Trade, MFAET Kevin.Meplu@mfaet.gov.sb
Tonga Faleola Mafi-lka | Trade Division, Customs faleolam@gmail.com
Department, Ministry of
Revenue and Customs
'Alifeleti Lynch | Observer feletil89@gmail.com
Tuvalu Sania Teisini Director of Customs steisini@gov.tv
Falaoa Sione Trade Officer fsione@gov.tv
Paul Teasi Trade Officer pteasi@gov.tv
Vanuatu Joe Pakoa Lui Director, Trade jpakoa@vanuatu.gov.vu
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George Pakoa

Manager, Customs Revenue
Unit (CRU), Department of
Customs and Inland Revenue
Unit

gpakoa®@vanuatu.gov.vu

Adolphe Bani Trade badolphe®@vanuatu.gov.vu
Losalinda Tari Trade taril@vanuatu.gov.vu
Michael Ligo Trade mligo@vanuatu.gov.vu
Observer State
Nauru Apologies
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